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Directions
!"#$%&'"%&()*%+",-.%-/%'-.%&-%0#1"%#/$%2*"%*&3-/4%)#**.-3$*5%6'"/%3"#$%*&-3("*%#+-2&%7"**("%#/$%
839*&#,%#/$%#/*."3%:2"*&(-/*%#+-2&%&'"(3%)#**.-3$*5%;*"%&'"%&()*%&-%0#1"%/".%)#**.-3$*%<-3%7"**"%
#/$%839*&#,5

DO!S
!"%*'#3"%9-23%)#**.-3$%-/,9%.(&'%9-23%)#3"/&*5%

!"%=3"#&"%)#**.-3$*%.(&'%#&%,"#*&%"(4'&%='#3#=&"3*5%

!"%2*"%=-0+(/#&(-/*%-<%,"&&"3*>%/20+"3*>%#/$%*90+-,*>%.'(='%#3"%'#3$"3%&-%=3#=1%&'#/%?2*&%.-3$*5%

!"%='#/4"%9-23%)#**.-3$%3"42,#3,9%@%#&%,"#*&%"A"39%*(B%0-/&'*5

DON!T!S
!"#$%%4(A"%#%)#**.-3$%&-%#/9-/"%",*"%@%/-&%"A"/%9-23%<3("/$*5%

!"#$%%2*"%)#**.-3$*%&'#&%#3"%"#*9%<-3%)"-),"%9-2%1/-.%&-%42"**>%,(1"%9-23%/(=1/#0"%-3%9-23%)"&C*%
/#0"5%

!"#$%%2*"%#/9%)3(A#&"%($"/&(&9%(/<-30#&(-/%(/%9-23%)#**.-3$5%

!"#$%%2*"%#%.-3$%(/%&'"%$(=&(-/#39%#*%#%)#**.-3$5%

Name(s) Class Date

Use Common Sense!
8/-.%.'#&%&'"%1(/$*%-<%)3(A#&"%($"/&(&9%(/<-30#&(-/%/-&%&-%(/=,2$"%(/%9-23%)#**.-3$D

E0#(,%#$$3"**%

F#**.-3$*%

G3"$(&%=#3$%/20+"3*

H-&'"3C*%0#($"/%/#0"

F-*&#,%#$$3"**

F'-/"%/20+"3*

G#,,(/4%=#3$%/20+"3*

I-=(#,%I"=23(&9%/20+"3



2
DIGITAL LITERACY AND CITIZENSHIP IN A CONNECTED CULTURE  

© 2010 www.commonsense.org

STUDENT HANDOUT

SECURITY > STRONG PASSWORDS

Password Tips
Smart Passwords?

Directions
!"#$%&'"%<-,,-.(/4%*&-3("*%#/$%#/*."3%&'"%:2"*&(-/*5

Jesse lives in Lawrence, Kansas – the home of the University of Kansas. 
He has a pet rat named “Phil” and is a big fan of the Kansas Jayhawks 
men!s basketball team. Jesse chose “jayhawks” as his password. Did he 
make a safe choice? Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Krystal lives in Miami, Florida. Her birthday is August 4, and she swims on 
a team. Her password is “krswim84.” How did Krystal choose her 
password? Was it a safe choice? Why or why not? 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

You Try It!

Directions
;*(/4%&'"%&()*%#+-A">%0#1"%/".%)#**.-3$*%<-3%7"**"%#/$%839*&#,5%EB),#(/%'-.%7"**"%#/$%839*&#,%=#/%3"0"0+"3%
&'"(3%)#**.-3$*5%

Jesse __________________________________________________________

Krystal _________________________________________________________


